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mic exploitation. In 1897 a Belgian syndicate
obtained a concession for building a railway from
Peking to Hankow* The British, not without
reason, suspected that behind the Belgian syndicate
were French and Russians, and Lord Salisbury
informed the British representative in China that
" a concession of this nature is no longer a com-
mercial or industrial enterprise, and becomes a
political movement against the British interests in
the region of the Yangtsze* You should inform
the Tsungli-Yamen (i*en the Chinese Government)
that her Majesty's Government cannot possibly
continue to co-operate in a friendly manner in
matters of interest to China, if, while preferential
advantages are conceded to Russia in Manchuria
and to Germany in Shantung, these or other
foreign powers should also be offered special
openings or privileges in the region of the
Yangtsze* Satisfactory proposals will be forth-
coming if the Chinese Government will invite the
employment of British capital in the development
of those provinces/' When the Chinese persisted
in granting the Belgian concession, the British
Minister presented an ultimatum to the Chinese
Government* He informed that Government that
** Her Majesty's Government considered that they